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Annual Recognizing Outstanding Excellence in Education for Students with Disabilities Awards 
2012 Nomination Form 
State Support Team Region 3 (SST-3), in partnership with the Educational Service Center of Cuyahoga County (ESC-CC), is seeking to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments and achievements of students with disabilities, along with their student peers, adults and organizations that instruct and/or support them.  Nominations are currently being accepted for the following seven categories:
1. Outstanding Student Achievement Award – Recognizes and celebrates students with disabilities and acknowledges their outstanding achievements. (Nominees must be students-age, 5-21 and enrolled in a school program).  Nominees can be recognized in one of the following categories:


Academics – Achievement in a particular subject area such as math, science, reading social studies, language arts, foreign languages, etc. or a high end of achievement on standardized tests.
Arts –Achievement in a particular medium such as music, art, drama, dance, or written expression, etc.

Athletics – (to include motor skills) achievement in motor skills or a particular athletic activity through a setting such as intramurals, Special Olympics, physical education class, or after-school activities.
Community Service – Contributions to the community through activities such as volunteer work, youth work, clean-up campaigns, etc.

Employment – Achievement through work experience in workshop settings as well as the competitive job market.

Extracurricular Activities – Achievement in organized activities through groups such as Boy/Girl Scouts, church, clubs, or other activities.

Independent Living Skills – (to include self-care skills) achievement in mastering activities for daily living such as personal hygiene, cooking, dressing, use of public transportation, etc.

Self Advocacy – Achievement in assuming practical responsibility for oneself, using knowledge of legal rights, advancing one’s goals and/or effective in obtaining appropriate accommodations for oneself.
Technology – Significant achievement through the use of computerized devices and equipment.

2. Outstanding Peer Achievement Award – Recognizes and celebrates the special peer relationship developed by a student with disabilities and their general education peer.  The nominee must be a school-age student who lives in Cuyahoga County.
3. Outstanding Parent Service Achievement Award – Recognizes and celebrates the special accomplishments of Parents with school-age child/children with disabilities in Cuyahoga County. 

4. Outstanding Educator Achievement Award – Recognizes and celebrates the special accomplishments of Related Services Staff involvement with school-age student with disabilities in Cuyahoga County. 
5. Outstanding Paraprofessional/Educational-Aid Achievement Award – Recognizes and celebrates the accomplishments of a paraprofessional/educational aide working with students with disabilities in Cuyahoga County who has performed outstanding service and/or contributions that have gone above and beyond their basic job responsibilities.

6. Outstanding Related Services Achievement Award – Recognizes and celebrates the special accomplishments of Related Service Staff involvement with students with disabilities in Cuyahoga County, who has performed outstanding service and/or contributions that have gone above and beyond their basic job responsibilities.

7. Outstanding Community Partner Award – Recognizes and celebrates the special accomplishments of Community Partner’s involvement with school-age students with disabilities in Cuyahoga County.
General Guidelines
1. Information must be typed.
2. Each nominee is only eligible to be recognized for one category.
3. Nominees must either live and/or work in Cuyahoga County.
4. School-age, for the purpose of these awards, is defined as ages 5-21.
5. The selection committee will not review any applications that are not complete.
6. Photos, new clippings, CDs etc., that help support the nomination are encouraged and may be submitted.  None of the materials submitted will be returned. 

Nominees should be students, adults and/or agencies who:
1. Provide support in a manner which has expanded the opportunities for children with disabilities in the school or general community.

2. Demonstrate personal qualities, values and characteristics that promote good communication and relationships for students with disabilities.

3. 
Demonstrate sensitivity or understanding about the unique needs of children with disabilities. 


Section A: Category (please check)
· Student Achievement (please identify area)

(  Academic

(  Arts


(  Athletic  
(  Community Service 
 (  Employment

(  Extracurricular
(  Independent Living


(  Self-Advocacy
 (  Technology       


· Peer Achievement



( Parent Service 


· Educator Achievement 


( Paraprofessional/educational aid
( 
Related Services



(  Community Partner
Section B: Identification (please type information)

INFORMATION ABOUT NOMINEE:

Name: _____________________________________   
Phone: 






Street Address: 













Date of Birth:   ______________________________     
Disability: 






(Required)

Relationship to person with disability: 










City: ______________________________
______         
Zip Code: 






School District: _______________________________    
Building: ________________________


Teacher: ____________________________________    
Principal: ________________________


School Address:_________________________________________________________________



City: ______________________________________
        
Zip Code: ________________________



INFORMATION ABOUT NOMINATOR:

Nominator Name: ____________________________________________________________



Street Address: ______________________________________________________________



City: ______________________________________    
Zip Code:_______________________


Phone: (w) __________
__________   (h) ______________________  (Cell) ____________________

Relationship to Nominee: ________________________________________________________


 
Signature: ___________________________________________         Date:_____________________


Narrative:  

Please type a narrative describing the nominee’s outstanding achievement including the items of importance.  Please number to coincide with the following: 

1. Briefly state the reason(s) for your nomination (describe).
2. Please describe the nominee’s outstanding achievement?  Focus on what is exceptional.
3. 
How did the individual’s and/or organizations efforts expand opportunities for children with disabilities in school or community?

4. 
How did the individual and/or organization promote good communication and relationships between adults and/or students?

5.
How does the individual and/or organization demonstrate sensitivity or understanding about the unique needs of students with disabilities/and or their peers? 
In addition, for student’s being nominated please complete the following:

1. Describe the extent of the individual’s disability.

2. Describe in 25 words or less, the current type of special education service being provided (general education class with special consultation; inclusion; self-contained special education classes; OT, PT, services, etc.) and/or specific type and duration of training provided.


Specificity is critical!
�





�





Due February 24, 2012


Return completed form and narrative to:


Bonnie Simons, SST3


Outstanding Peer Award


5811 Canal Road


Valley View, OH 44125


Fax (216) 524-2885











For office use only           Date rec’d:________














