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FEDERAL, NATIONAL AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION PLANS INCLUDES TAX CREDIT CHANGES HANNAH
Previewing President Barack Obama's Tuesday night State of the Union address, the White House released a policy brief on tax code reforms that includes details of how he would reshape incentives for education savings.  The White House says the proposal is intended to "simplify, consolidate and better target tax-based financial aid." The plan would make the American Opportunity Tax Credit (AOTC), created in 2009 but set to expire in two years, permanent and allow it to grow with inflation. The permanent credit would take the place of the Lifetime Learning Credit and the tuition and fees deduction, which would be eliminated. The maximum refundable portion of the AOTC would also increase to $1,500.

FREE COMMUNITY COLLEGE PLAN TOPS OBAMA'S EDUCATION WISH LIST EDUCATION WEEK
President Barack Obama's proposal to give Americans two years of free community college was the most ambitious education item that he presented in his State of the Union address last night. Previewed earlier this month in Tennessee, America's College Promise has been pitched by the administration as a way to partner with states to make college affordable and equip workers with the skills they need to be competitive in the job market.

IN STATE OF THE UNION, OBAMA PITCHES COLLEGE ACCESS, CHILD-CARE AID EDUCATION WEEK
President Barack Obama used his penultimate State of the Union address to call for a dramatic expansion in college access and increased investments in early childhood, including help for parents in covering childcare costs. But both proposals are part of a broad overhaul of the tax system that is already getting the thumbs-down from a Republican-controlled Congress.  Meanwhile, K-12 policy largely took a back seat, despite an escalating debate in Congress over federally mandated student testing.

U.S. HOUSE COMMITTEE SOLICITS COMMENTS FOR HEAD START ACT REWRITE EDUCATION WEEK
The U.S. Senate education panel might be ready to rumble on a rewrite of the No Child Left Behind Act, and the House is expected to follow suit. But it's clear that K-12 isn't the only thing on lawmakers' minds: The House education committee kicked off the new Congress with some background proposals for revising the Head Start Act.

OHIO LEGISLATION UPDATE (RECENT BILL ACTION IN RED)
131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY


House

No legislation has been introduced.

Senate

No legislation has been introduced.


OHIO BUDGET/POLITICS

NEW HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN WANTS TO CUT THE "GLUT" OF TESTING, HAVE LESS "TOXIC" TALKS ABOUT THE COMMON CORE THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
State Rep. Bill Hayes expects to have a busy first year as chairman of the education committee of the Ohio House, with legislation on the Common Core, standardized testing and charter schools all likely to come before the panel. "Mostly I've been getting condolences," joked Hayes, 71, a Licking County Republican. He replaces Gerald Stebelton, a Lancaster Republican, who left office at the end of 2014 because of term limits and returns to his law practice.

HOUSE ANNOUNCES COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS FOR 131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY HANNAH
Speaker of the House Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) Wednesday announced the committee assignments for the 131st General Assembly as well as members for Controlling Board, Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) and the Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee (JMOC) through entries in the day's journal.

SENATE DEMOCRATS OUTLINE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES HANNAH
Sen. Tom Sawyer (D-Akron) repeated a familiar theme Wednesday as he lamented the continuing use of the budget to pass substantive policy issues worthy of standalone legislation and the ensuing hearings in the committees of jurisdiction. Sawyer, who has served in the Ohio House, U.S. Congress and as mayor of Akron, has repeatedly expressed his concern about the truncation of the legislative process, calling budget deliberations "a very long lame duck session." He also characterized it as a collapse of the lawmaking process where important changes often receive little or no debate in the budget process.

LT. GOV. TALKS UP CAREER-TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR OHIO'S ECONOMIC SUCCESS HANNAH
Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor told the audience of a career-technical education conference Wednesday that their mission is in line with the administration's goal of getting more Ohioans into desirable jobs. Speaking at the Ohio Association for Career and Technical Education legislative seminar, Taylor said more work is needed to dispel the perception that a bachelor's degree is the only path to career success -- a line that drew applause from the crowd.  "I think there's a better realization today and has been over the last couple years that not everybody will go to college and get a four-year college degree -- but also not everybody needs to go to college and get a four-year college degree to get a good-paying job," she said.

SENATE DEMOCRATS WANT MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE, AFFORDABLE COLLEGE THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
Increasing Ohio's minimum wage, making Medicaid expansion permanent and making college more affordable are among the priorities Senate Democrats said Wednesday they plan to push for during the next two years.

SENATE RELEASES COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS HANNAH
Democrats appear poised to play a bigger role in the Ohio Senate in 131st General Assembly, at least as far as budget deliberations go, under the committee assignments announced Friday by Senate President Keith Faber (R-Celina). Not only did the Senate increase the number of finance subcommittees, but Faber also appointed a Democrat as vice chair of each. According to Faber spokesman Joshua Eck, "The goal is to encourage as much bipartisan collaboration as possible not only at the subcommittee stage but also throughout the entire budget process and beyond. "Sen. Faber views the subcommittees as somewhat of an idea incubator, and he plans to challenge them to generate substantive reforms that could be incorporated into the budget."


OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

KIDS FROM 255 OHIO SCHOOLS CAN SEEK PRIVATE-SCHOOL VOUCHERS WMFJ 
The Ohio Department of Education says students from 255 facilities in 31 districts will be eligible for the next round of state-funded scholarships that help youth from consistently underperforming public schools attend private schools. The department says the eligibility list of poorly performing schools includes 49 that weren't eligible last year and two that are part of the EdChoice Scholarship Program for the first time.

OHIO DOE TWEAKS NEW MENTORSHIP PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS  WYSO
Governor John Kasich’s new mentoring program for school children is undergoing some changes after objections over its requirement that faith-based organizations be involved. The program, Community Connectors, provides up to $500,000 to partnerships that provide mentoring to at-risk Ohio students. But in setting up the rules last month, a group led by Ohio Superintendent of Public Instruction Richard Ross required that applicants include a faith-based organization.  The American Civil Liberties Union objected.  So now the Department of Education changed the definition of “faith-based.”

MANY OHIO CHARTER SCHOOLS OVERSTATED ATTENDANCE RATES, STATE INVESTIGATION FINDS THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
Several Ohio charter schools have far fewer students showing up to class than they report to the state, according to a state auditor's investigation released Thursday. Unannounced visits by state investigators to 30 charter schools around the state found seven schools with "unusually high" attendance variances between 34 percent and 100 percent, according to the report from Auditor Dave Yost's office.

OHIO CHARTER SCHOOLS MAY BE CHARGING TAXPAYERS FOR EMPTY SEATS; AKRON’S WHITE HAT AMONG THOSE CITED AKRON BEACON JOURNAL
Thirty auditors fanned out across Ohio last fall to count the students sitting in 30 charter schools and compare totals with the numbers those schools claimed in order to receive taxpayer dollars.

VOUCHERS AVAILABLE TO MORE OHIO STUDENTS  COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Students at more than 250 of Ohio’s worst-performing schools, including 73 in Franklin County, will have an opportunity to attend private schools next year. The tax-funded EdChoice vouchers are now available to students assigned to 255 schools in 31 districts statewide for the 2015-16 school year, according to the Ohio Department of Education.


EARLY LEARNING
WHITE HOUSE PITCHES COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM AIMED AT IMPROVING CHILD CARE EDUCATION WEEK
President Barack Obama made a big pitch for expanding federal child-care help in this State of the Union address—and then again in a speech at the University of Kansas Thursday. Now the White House has released some more details of its plan to expand access to child-care programs—including a proposal for a $100 million new, competitive grant program to help states create, put in place, and evaluate new ways of delivering child care.

PRE-K FUNDING FOR 2014-15 EDUCATION COMMISSION OF THE STATES
Most states now view access to high-quality preschool programs as a critical long-term economic investment in the future workforce. For the third year in a row both Republican and Democratic policymakers are making significant investments in state-funded pre-K programs. State Pre-K Funding: 2014-15 fiscal year, a new ECS analysis of 2014-15 appropriations by the 50 states, found that 28 states plus the District of Columbia increased their investments in pre-K; state investment rose by 12 percent.

CHILD CARE GARNERS ATTENTION IN STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS, AGAIN EDUCATION WEEK
President Barack Obama mentioned the phrase "child care" eight times in his State of the Union Address last night, notes the Wall Street Journal. That's more often than he said the words "terrorist," "middle class," or "opportunity." 

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS THAT TREAT TRAUMA LAY GROUNDWORK FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS EDUCATION WEEK
Preschool programs focused on treating children who have suffered from trauma continue to spring up across the country with the aim of preparing the most fragile young learners for kindergarten and beyond. A Chicago-based program recently featured on The Hechinger Report serves children as young as 2-years-old who have witnessed or been subject to violence in their homes or neighborhoods.


CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT

OHIO HIGH-STAKES STUDENT TESTING IS TOO ONEROUS; OFFICIALS WANT TO SCALE BACK AKRON BEACON JOURNAL
After more than a year of complaints from educators and stakeholders, the Ohio Department of Education is recommending that the legislature scale back its rigorous schedule of student testing. The education department announced Wednesday that it is asking lawmakers to ease the testing burden for students and teachers after 400 of Ohio’s school districts and community schools responded to a state survey.

STATE SCHOOLS CHIEF COMMITTED TO REDUCE STUDENT TESTING BURDEN WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD
Is the amount of testing taking place in schools excessive?

ADVOCACY GROUPS OPPOSE REMOVAL OF SPECIAL EDUCATION TESTING CAPS EDUCATION WEEK
Lawmakers are wading into the complicated issue of accountability tests as they ponder changes to the law currently known as No Child Left Behind, but a group of disability advocacy organizations are already saying they don't want to see one change that has been floated—an elimination of the cap on students who can be tested to "alternate achievement standards."


COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
PATHWAYS EXPAND FOR EARLY COLLEGE CREDIT DAYTON DAILY NEWS
A week after President Barack Obama called for access to free community college nationwide, state officials are trying to draw attention to an already-available Ohio program that lets high school students earn college credit for free. Both initiatives are aimed at giving more students access to college at a time when rising tuition closes doors to some families, or forces students to prop those doors open via heavy debt loads.

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE RECEIVES $500,000 TO DEVELOP PROGRAM TO AWARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS TO ADULTS NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
Cuyahoga Community College plans to develop a new approach to provide high school diplomas and job training to adults. The Ohio Department of Education awarded a $500,000 planning grant to the college to develop a program to help adults 22 an older who have dropped out of high school. More than 1.1 million adults in Ohio lack a high school diploma and the Adult Career Opportunity Pilot Program was mandated by state law to help that segment of the population.

FLEXIBILITY AND GRADUATION INSIDE HIGHER ED
Attending college full time isn’t always the best way to get to graduation, at least for adult community college students who have previously pursued a degree and dropped out. That’s the central finding of a new study from a coalition of five higher education groups. The data are based on 12 million student records from the National Student Clearinghouse.

CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY TO CUT ACADEMIC PROGRAMS AND INVEST IN OTHERS  NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
Cleveland State University may eliminate a dozen academic programs and invest in more than a dozen others as it prepares to reallocate funds and faculty. Undergraduate programs that may be axed include art history, business biotechnology and multimedia advertising. Those that will likely receive more money and faculty include music therapy, nursing and several engineering programs. But programs will not be closed until current students have completed their studies, Provost Dierdre Mageean told trustees this week.



NORTHEAST OHIO SCHOOLS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY
BAY VILLAGE SUPERINTENDENT CLINT KEENER FOCUSES ON REPORT CARD IN STATE OF THE SCHOOLS ADDRESS NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOL BOARD IS NOT READY TO DECIDE FATE OF ITS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL SUN NEWS
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS-UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS SCHOOLS PROPOSE TAX HIKE NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS-UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS SCHOOLS TO PUT PROPERTY TAX INCREASE ON MAY BALLOT NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
NORTH ROYALTON SUPERINTENDENT GREG GURKA PRAISES DISTRICT PERFORMANCE, COST-PER-PUPIL IN STATE OF THE SCHOOLS SPEECH NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE SCHOOL BOARD CONSIDERS ASKING VOTERS FOR NEW TAX: SEE 3 PROPOSALS NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
GEAUGA COUNTY

BERKSHIRE, LEDGEMONT SCHOOL BOARDS DISCUSS POTENTIAL TERRITORY TRANSFER WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

WEST GEAUGA SCHOOLS NARROWS SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH TO 3 FINALISTS WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

LAKE COUNTY

MENTOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLOSING BECAUSE OF LOW ENROLLMENT FOX 8

LORAIN COUNTY

ELYRIA BOARD CHOOSES SEVEN CANDIDATES FOR SUPERINTENDENT THE MORNING JOURNAL

NORTH RIDGEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT TEST SMARTPHONE GPS APP NEWSNET 5

SUMMIT COUNTY

CLEAN AUDIT DISTINGUISHES TWINSBURG CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT TWINSBURG BULLETIN

NORDONIA HILLS SCHOOLS MAY RETURN BUSING TO ALL STUDENTS THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE, LEAVING HIGH SCHOOLERS OUT NORDONIA HILLS NEWS LEADER
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